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Airboy was David Nelson IT, the son of an expert pilot and an 
excellent young flyer himself. After becoming an orphan, Davy 
was raised ina monastery in Capistrano, California. He became 
friends with a well respected Franciscan monk named Brother 
Francis Martier. David helped to inspire Martier to become 
interested in designing a precision aircraft, hoping it would be his 
contribution to the world. Martier worked obsessively, and 
secured a loan in order to create a prototype aircraft that flew 
by flapping its wings. However, Martier was killed while test- 
flying it, because its fuel lines had been sabotaged. Davy swore to 
rebuild the craft, and he did. Dawning a uniform, Davy soon named 
himself "Airboy" and his new plane "Birdie." He helped the Allies 


during World War II, and soon earned the respect of 
enemy fliers. 


AIRBOY 


GRRey OUR FIGHTING MEN MEET OEATW AT SEA, THEY GO FO DAVY JONES’ LOCKER -BUT WHAT BECOMES 
OF OUR FUERS 7? COULD THERE PERHADS BE A “LAST LANDING FIELD’ WHERE DEAD AVIATORS ANO 
SUCH NOTABLES AS WILL ROGERS, KNUTE ROCKNE, ANO ALL THOSE WHO MET DEATH IV 
PLANE CRASHES DOWELL ? YES, THERE COLAD BE ANO WERE 4/S-ANO WE ARE AOW 
GOING TO THAT “LAST LANOWG FIELO- WHERE AMELIA FARNART BILLY MITCHELL WILEY POST, 
ANOWTHE WRIGHT BROTHERS ARE WELCOAUNG A NEWCOMER COLIV A KELLY =~ 


“AND,IT/S THROUGH THiS Coma Oe uene pact neue 
ARE TO MEET A/RBOY wHo THESE MODERN 
pgre & ‘S TO /SSUE THE GREATEST BUGGIES COUN/ 
a CHALLENGE TO MILITARY 
‘ i ] Lad 
re a ae PLL SAY, WILEY’ 
ary, WHEN I SMASHED 
INTO THAT.JAP BAT 
TLESHIP I WAS 
MAD BECAUSE I 
HAD TO RUIN A 
SWELL CRAFT 


a 
— 


(TS AN AMBRICAN 
ACE/ HES TRYING TO 


. Bt WiLL GET HIM Z 





(ELCOME TO AVIA- 
TION’S LAGT LANDING 


re 


” ay 


G..GEE, THIS ISYW YES, SON. MEAN 
ere ane ITS TRUE! RiGwT Pas Sen Ban ope y es 
wHo'D HERE AROUNO You WITH FLYERS ON oe , 
THINK 'O BE \ iS THE CORE OF avi-“ TH 
TALKING WITH } ATIONS BEGINNING/ 
THE WRIGHT 4 EACH MAN pPres- 

27 ENT HAS DONE His 

PART! 





WS NAME [S$ PAORE MARTIER 
AND HE LIVES AT CAPISTRANO, 
A CALIFORNIA MOVASTER YY", 


-~ BROTHER | ALWaws HE 
ER HAROLY 


IN THE ATTIC.. 


YES, TRULY IT WOULD BE 
WONDERFUL! WHY COULDNT 
Z 00 IT/ fT WOULD BE THE 
GREATEST GIFT TO MANKINO 3 
COULD GIVES. SOMETHING TO 
pr LAST Z.. QUICK, LAD, BRING 
AME PENCIL ANO PAPER —~ 
LL MAKE A SKETCH - 
WHILE THE VISION 
6 BEFORE ME/ 


FOR WE OWN ALL THE LANO HERE 
Nes BEEN, IN CAPISTRANO TOGETHER-BUT 
THIS WAY... 














[2 WOULDN'T DO THIS 
POR ANYONE BUT YOU. 
MARTIER / $15 000 IS 
A LOT TO LOAN ON A 
PROPERTY BUT HEH 
HEH-AFTER ALL I 

GUESS I CAN TAKE 


A CHANCE WITH A 






wf COME HERE A 





WHY YOU...47 
GET YOUR OWN CIGAR- 
ETIES/ PADRE MARTIER'S 
NOT CRAZY /” HE'S 
DOING SOMETHING GREAT 
—ANO YOU'RE TOO - 
DUMB TO APPRE- 
CIATE 1T// 


I GUESS YOu 
CAN, MR. SES- 


SLER...PARTIC- 


















THAT NEW 
PLANE LOOKS 
UKE A GREAT 
INVENTION, 
MARTIER / YOU'LL 
BE A HERO 
SOON’ DON'T 
FORGET — x 
HELPED You/ 










GREAT THING, AY 
NECK 4 THAT CONTRAP- 
TION WILL CRACK UP LIKE 
AN ORANGE CRATE... 
ANO KRESS SESSLER 
WILL COME INTO THE 
CHOKEST BIT OF PROPER- 

TY ON THE WEST COAST’ 










HERE KID, GET US SOME 
CIGARETTES ANO POP / 
TREAT YOURSELF TO 
THE CHANGE ” 








«Vea e 







HEY-HOW’'S. YOUR 
PAL THE MAD MONK, COM- 
ING ALONG WITH HIS SCREWY 4S, 
INVENTION # HAS HE GOT 

THE BOX OFF THE GROUND 
YET? 




















AW, THEY'RE NOTH- 
HAVE THOSE ING BUT STUPIO 
MECHANICS BEEN | GREASE MONKEYS! 
JOKING WITH You/ JUST WAIT UNTIL 
AGAIN? YOU THE BIRD PLANE ’ 
MUSTN’T LET THEM\ HAS ITS TEST... 












IF HIS CRATE 
EVER FUES, ILL 
EAT HIS ROBEY 
HA HA HAY 













WELL, PERHAPS I CAN 
CHEER YOU LP A BIT. THE 
PLANE'S FINISHED / HOW 
WOULD YOU LIKE TO TEST iT 

JUST FOR OUR- 
-~ SELVES, OUT AT 


Pos THE OLD AiR- 


LET‘S GO 
‘ ‘ 


t 
_* 


NOBOOY HERE ANO 
THE PLANE ISN'T 
EITHER.. BUT 





NT WSS THIS. 
FOR THE Yai 


: > J »* 
iN YES, PAORE “SE 
m 24-3 SHANT \E 
ag Sl REST UNTIL IT | © 


NY 


MY LITTLE BIRD’ 
THE WORLD 5S 
WATCHING yous 


-. eee 


5 





1 KNOW BYyT THEY SHAN’T 
STOP ME 1 PROMISED 
PAORE YO SEE IT 


THANKS FOR HELP- 
ING LOAD THE PLANE, 
BILL.” WHEN I REBUILD 
IT, YOU'LL HAVE THE 

FIRST RIDEY 





NIGHT- SESSLER’'S CASINO SWINGS WIDE OPEN... 
Mei. W/ HA HAS THOSE MONKS ¥ 
MUST BE SAYING EXTRA } 
PRAYERS OVER THIS’ 


\ a> 


ING HIS GAMBUNG 
De / 


| MONEY-MONEY-MONEY! \ 
IT’S TWO O'CLOCK, MAC! 
KICK THE SUCKERS 


WT SESSLER'S 
CASINO / 





YOU SEE THEY TESTED iT 
IN CALIFORNIA } AAA CHINE ' BIRD. HE WAS DEVIL 

’ j NO 
CRASHED AND KILLED THE IN: ONE COME BACK BUT ME” 





SOME AMERICAN MUST 
HAVE REALIZED PLANE WAS \MOVE, HIROTE’/ OUR 
GREAT MILITARY MACHINE 


AND BUILTONE” we YOU HAVE THIRTY 


PLANES! YOU WILL 
SEEK OBJECTIVES ON 


- 


A | CALIFORNIA COAST- 
noes LINE’ THEN SEPA- 
RATE FROM &QUAD- 
. RON AND MAKE 
+ Wem. SECRET LANDING! / 
Pe eT YOU MUST 4 


INTO THE NIGHT WING THE JAPANESE 
CRAFTS OF DESTRUCTION... 


AMERICAN AiQ- 
CRAFT CARRIER 
BELOW / 





OH, SO/ AMERICAN DOWN/OOWN“INTO A SPINNING DIVE HIROTE 
PILOT THINK HE PUGHES HIS PLANE... 

FOOL ME WITH 

BIRD Tricks” 





















HO! RIGHT ON HIS 
TAIL THIS FELLOW 
FINE FLYER BUT NO 
MATCH FOR HIROTE 
WHO SHOOT DOWN 
68 ENEMY 













YOU'RE IN 

A SPOT, AIRBOY/ 
THIS TRICK 

AN HAS GOT TO 
wWwoRK! ONE.. 
-. TWO... 





WHERE 
1S 22 


. THREE! 


WHOOPSA, 
DAISY 2 















THAT PILOT WITHOUT THESE 
CRATY..HE TRICK BIRD WINGS I 
ME, THEN GIVE 


F ur HE'LL 


7 COME DOWN 
f ANDO MACHINE- 
GUN ME 

SURE /” 


uP Ss 





HERE HE COMES/ 
AND THERE'S AN 
AMERICAN SQUADRON 
IN THE DISTANCE/ 







Se 
bas ROLL, LIZZY, 
/ ROLLOR WE'LL 


aN RE 8OTH BE DEAD 
Sale Fy Ducks.” 
Wie 


















WHAT KINO OF 
NERVE AMERICAN 
FLYER HAVE / 






INVITATION, HIROTE.’ 
l WON'T BRING 








— NET HONTH.THE MOsT 
THRILLING AIR DUAL EVER 
FOUGHT IN THE HEAVENS... 
'S HIROTE ON THE LEVEL? 
OR iS THIS A TRAP To 
SNARE DAVY'S MYSTERY 
PLANE? WATCH ANO $EE- 













Fred Kida was a Japanese-American comic book 
and comic strip artist best known for the 1940s 
aviator hero Airboy and his antagonist and 
sometime ally Valkyrie during the period fans and 
historians call the Golden Age of Comic Books. 
Born: 12 December 1920, Brooklyn, New York, 
United States 

Died: 3 April 2014 


The creators were also smart enough to allow 
Airboy to grow older with the readers, so that 
while he looked to be about 12 when the series 
started in 1942, by the time the series ended in 
the ‘50s, Davy looked closer to 18 or so. Which 
was good, considering that he had one of the 
sexiest femmes fatales in all of comics on his 
hands: the German aviatrix Valkyrie. Val first 
appeared as an enemy of Airboy’s, a Nazi fighter 
pilot who led a band of female Luftwaffe 
fighters called the Airmaidens. 


the forgotten heroes of World War ITI comics, Hillman’s 
Airfighters, and their star attraction, Airboy, a kid pilot 
with an amazing robot plane named Birdie. Let us continue: 


In time, Airboy becomes an authorized if unofficial 
member of the Air Force, often going out on missions at 
the behest of the War Department. For young readers at 
the time, Airboy was bound to be a hit. Rather than the 
“sidekick” role that kids appeared in over at National and 
Timely, here the kid was the star, and not in a small way, 
either. He was shooting down Nazis and Japanese Zeroes 
lao OX Al ao mnM eure LC melamxellcli oN myo) (ol aacmelsle Mel aa amel ce 
Forget being a sidekick, this was wish fulfillment! And the 
appeal of Birdie was huge. In later issues, a radio link was 
incorporated so that Airboy could call Birdie to come pick 
him up, and over time, this link between Airboy and Birdie 
was subtly stressed to such a degree that Birdie almost 
seemed alive, and would swoop down to save Airboy time 
and time again, snatching Airboy between his front tires 
like a bird's talons. 


Birdie 1945 


Length: 18.25 feet 
Wingspan: 29.75 feet 
Weight: 5500 pounds empty 


Armament; .50 cal. (2) 
: .30 cal (4) 


Speed: 375 mph 
550 mph 
(with 4500 Ibs. thrust 
supplement rocket) 





The Airmaidens were 
Valkyrie's all girl air 
squadron. They were trained 
to be perfect Nazis by Herr 
Oberst, a Nazi colonel. 
After training, they blasted 
her way through the Allied 
pilots until they ran into 
Airboy. 


When Valkyrie captured 
Airboy, three members of 
the squadron hid him in an 
old hangar but were found 
out by Oberst. He ordered 
them to be whipped and 
Airboy killed. Although she 
was all right with seeing the 
young boy sent to his death, 
the prospect of seeing her 
subordinates whipped 
appalled Valkyrie. She tried 
to persuade Oberst to show 
mercy but the Nazi 
commander didn't budge. 
Weel Au Wawel Palio ma accu mell| 
Nazis were cruel and evil, 
Valkyrie killed Oberst and 
then used Airboy's own 
plane, Birdie, to rescue him 
and her three comrades. 


From that point on, the 
Airmaidens and Valkyrie 
joined the Allies and fought 
on their side for the 
remainder of the war. They 
aided Airboy every once ina 
while including helping to 
fight villains such as Misery 
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Air Fighters Comics vol. 2 #2 (November 1943) 
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Valkyrie (Hillman) MM F iz 
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First Appearance 


Original Publisher 
Hillman 
Created by 


Fred Kida & Bill Quackenbush 


Origin _Lisellotte von Schellendorf was raised by the Germans to be 
Valkyrie, the most alluring and evil woman of all, and to be the most 
skilled and deadly of all pilots. Valkyrie and her girl squadron, the 
Airmaidens, were trained to be perfect Nazis by Herr Oberst, a Nazi 
colonel. After training, Valkyrie blasted her way through the Allied 
pilots until she ran into Airboy. When she captured Airboy, three 
members of her squadron hid him in an old hangar but were found out 
by Oberst. He ordered them to be whipped and Airboy killed. Although 
she was all right with seeing the young boy sent to his death, the 
prospect of seeing her subordinates whipped appalled Valkyrie. She 
tried to persuade Oberst to show mercy, but the Nazi commander 
didn't budge. Suddenly realizing that all Nazis were cruel and evil, 
Valkyrie killed Oberst and then used Airboy's own plane, Birdie, to 
rescue him and her three comrades. From that point on, she joined the 
Allies and fought on their side for the remainder of the war. She 
continued to aid Airboy every once ina while. Their feelings for each 
other grew and, as Airboy got older, their relationship got a lot more 
physical. If they'd had more than seven adventures together, their 
romance could have been positively epic. 


In her last two appearances, Valkyrie inexplicably became a communist 
agent, and both she and Airboy seemed to have forgotten their history 
together. Most fans prefer to pretend those appearances didn't 
happen or that it was some other Val 


COH! IT'S INKUMAN f HE 
'§ $0 BRAVE! .00K 


YES, SO BRAVE 
AN ND very 


riaaivelle(aac 








